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The !Xun language – or as proposed by some researchers, the !Xun language family – consists of a wide variety of dialects that spread from central Angola to northern Namibia and northwestern Botswana. It is considered part of the Khoisan language family and as such shares some lexical and grammatical forms with other South African Khoisan languages. It is, however, unclear whether these similarities stem from a genuine genetic inheritance or merely are a product of language contact.

In fact, intelligibility even among the !Xun speakers is fairly low. !Xun speakers of central Angola do not understand !Xun speakers of eastern Namibia and vice versa. Yet clearly defined language borders are not to be found. Therefore all 11-15 dialect forms, depending on the source, must be seen as part of a single, if complex, language.

This work is based on (1) the analysis of existing publications, (2) the data of the field research carried out between 2000 and 2008 in various parts of Namibia.

One main goal of this work is to offer a dialect analysis of the grammar of !Xun, especially since for most dialects there is so far no grammatical information. The fact that the authors will be dealing with eleven different dialects and that the book is divided into eleven chapters is no more than a coincidence. The approach they are using is comparative rather than monographic in nature, but the data are presented in such a way that the reader interested in one particular dialect will have no problem in finding the relevant information for this dialect.

The grammatical information presented in this book are: (1) generalizations on the language as a whole, applying to all dialects, (2) linguistic features that are characteristic of one single dialect or group of dialects only. The present work thus differs in one important aspect from standard works of grammatical description: rather than being restricted to one specific dialect or standard variety of some kind, an attempt is made to include all varieties of the language in the analysis.

Under these links you will find publications by the authors and further descriptions of the !Xun language(s):

							

						

					

				

			


	
	

					You may also like…

				
		
				
		
		View details	

	
		S. Shah / M. Brenzinger (eds.): Khoisan Languages and Linguistics  – Proceedings of the 5th Int. Symposium 2014 [PDF]
ISBN 978-3-89645-878-0€ 79.80

		Includes 7% VAT

		
		Go to product
	


	
		
		View details	

	
		Christa König / Bernd Heine: A Concise Dictionary of Northwestern !Xun [PDF]
ISBN 978-3-89645-149-1€ 49.80

		Includes 7% VAT

		
		Go to product
	


	
		
		View details	

	
		Brenzinger / Kilian-Hatz / Mietzner / Voeltz (eds.): APAL Annual Publication in African Linguistics, No. 2 (2004) [PDF]
ISBN 978-3-89645-502-4€ 36.80

		Includes 7% VAT

		
		Go to product
	


	
		
		View details	

	
		Sonja Ermisch (ed.): Focus and Topic in African Languages [PDF]
ISBN 978-3-89645-718-9€ 39.80

		Includes 7% VAT

		
		Go to product
	


	
		
		View details	

	
		M. Brenzinger / C. König (eds.): Khoisan Languages and Linguistics – Proceedings of the 1st Int. Symposium 2003 [PDF]
ISBN 978-3-89645-864-3€ 69.80

		Includes 7% VAT

		
		Go to product
	


	
		
		View details	

	
		Vossen / Haacke (eds.): Lone Tree – Scholarship in the Service of the Koon — Essays in Memory of Anthony T Traill [PDF]
ISBN 978-3-89645-227-6€ 98.00

		Includes 7% VAT

		
		Go to product
	


	
		
		View details	

	
		A. Traill / R. Vossen / M. Biesele (eds.): The Complete Linguist – Papers in Memory of Patrick J. Dickens [PDF]
ISBN 978-3-927620-84-1€ 98.00

		Includes 7% VAT

		
		Go to product
	


	
		
		View details	

	
		Alan Barnard / Gertrud Boden (eds.): Southern African Khoisan Kinship Systems [PDF]
ISBN 978-3-89645-874-2€ 59.80

		Includes 7% VAT

		
		Go to product
	


	
		
		View details	

	
		Sonja Ermisch (ed.): Khoisan Languages and Linguistics – Proceedings of the 2nd Int. Symposium 2006 [PDF]
ISBN 978-3-89645-150-7€ 69.80

		Includes 7% VAT

		
		Go to product
	


	
		
		View details	

	
		K. Beyer / G. Boden / B. Köhler / U. Zoch (eds.): Linguistics across Africa – Festschrift for Rainer Vossen [PDF]
ISBN 978-3-89645-510-9€ 98.00

		Includes 7% VAT

		
		Go to product
	




		

	





		
	



	






	
	
		
			 Previous Product
Next Product
		
		Back to top		

			

	



	
		
			Address
Rüdiger Köppe Verlag



Max-Planck-Straße 12

50858 Köln

Germany
Postal address
Rüdiger Köppe Verlag



Postfach 46 01 49

50840 Köln

Germany
Contact
Fon: +49 2234 939 96 04

Fax: +49 2234 939 96 06

E-Mail: *protected email*


		
			Pay safely
			
				
								
					

				

												
					

				

												
					

				

												
					

				

											

		

				

	




	
		
							
									

			
			
									© 2024 - Rüdiger Köppe Verlag
								
									/
								
					GTC
	Privacy policy
	Legal notice


			

		

	









	

	
		
			

			

			

		

		
			
				

				
				
				
				
				
					
						
							

						

					

				

			

			
				

			

			
			
			
				

			

		

	



	
	





























































