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Text language: English

Yeyi / Siyeyi (R.40) is a Bantu language spoken in the Eastern part of the Caprivi Region of Namibia (Caprivi Strip) and in and around the Okavango Delta situated in the Ngamiland Province of Botswana. Yeyi speakers in Botswana and in Namibia regard the present-day Caprivi Strip as their ancestral homeland. The exodus of Yeyi people from places like Nkasa and Lupala islands in the Linyanti swamps, presumably around 1750, resulted in the differentiation of Yeyi speakers into two groups: the speakers of Ngamiland, Botswana and the speakers of the Caprivi strip, Namibia, whose variety formed the basis of the present description.

Today Yeyi is spoken by about 25,000–30,000 people as a first or second language in the Ngamiland Province and by around 5,200 people in the Caprivi Region of Namibia. Owing to the different historical developments in the two areas Yeyi speakers nowadays live and act in two different sociolinguistic settings. Common to both of these settings is that in the direct neighbourhood several Khoisan as well as Bantu languages exist and existed, of which some must have heavily influenced Yeyi. This linguistically and ethnically highly heterogeneous background lead to a situation of language shift in Botswana, while in Namibia the Yeyi community is characterized by stable multilingualism.

Yeyi with its agglutinating character, its fully functional class and concordance system, and its several, Bantu typical verbal derivations is a classical Bantu language. This description is synchronically oriented and primarily morphosyntactical in nature. However, it additionally aims at presenting extensive language data on Yeyi, accompanied by a description which presents a useful basis for further use in comparative studies and linguistic typology.

Thus, this work also intends to expand the general knowledge about Bantu languages. In this context the tense-aspect system and its interdependency with pragmatic issues, or more specifically, the interaction of tense-aspect morphology and past narrative texts, formed a field of particular interest.

In our programme you will find a paper collection co-edited by Frank Seidel and further editions containing several grammatical aspects of Yeyi:

W.J.G. Möhlig / F. Seidel / M. Seifert (eds.): Language Contact, Language Change and History Based on Language Sources in Africa [PDF]

Gabriele Sommer: Ethnographie des Sprachwechsels – Sozialer Wandel und Sprachverhalten bei den Yeyi (Botswana) [PDF]

Angelika Mietzner / Yvonne Treis (eds.): Encoding Motion – Case Studies from Africa – In Memory of Ursula Drolc [PDF]

Wilfrid H.G. Haacke / Edward D. Elderkin (eds.): Namibian Languages – Reports and Papers [PDF]
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