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VIII, 458 pp.

2 maps, 2 b/w photographs, 2 genealogical charts, 4 language tree models, numerous tables, charts and tone diagrams

Text language: English

The present study deals with the Surmic language group, spoken in southwestern Ethiopia and in the southern Sudan. Until recently, these languages were among the least studied on the African continent.

The editors reunite the analytical study of languages and the investigation of the social dimension of language structure. For them areal diffusion and language contact play an important role in the understanding of formal linguistic matters. The present volume contains a series of pioneering studies addressing synchronic and diachronic aspects of these little known languages.
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