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This collection of essays is published in memoriam Thomas Geider (* 25 April 1953, † 15 October 2010). Since the beginning of his studies and research, he was fascinated by African oral literature. As a scholar, he participated in the discussion of the concept of Weltliteratur, and was particularly interested in the question of how oral narratives could be integrated into the discussion of world literature. Research on the oral literature of the Pokomo in Eastern Kenya, and, subsequently, of the Kanuri in Northern Nigeria formed the basis of his scientific publications.

The contributions to this volume reflect the breadth of Thomas Geider’s research interests in African Narrative Research, Documentary Literature, and Weltliteratur; West African Oratures, Literatures, and Music; East African Oratures, Literatures, and Music. The essays and a number of literary contributions by Thomas Geider’s colleagues and friends are complemented by a series of photographs he took in the Tana River area, Kenya, as well as a bibliography of his publications.
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About the editors:

Hannelore Vögele taught Hausa and Nigerian literature at the University of Cologne and the Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz.

Uta Reuster-Jahn was Lecturer in Swahili at the Asien-Afrika-Institut, University of Hamburg.

Raimund Kastenholz is a retired Professor of African Philology at the Department of Anthropology and African Studies, Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz.

Lutz Diegner is Lecturer in Swahili Language and Literature at the Department of Asian and African Studies, Humboldt University of Berlin.
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