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XVI, 331 pp.

8 maps, 25 diagrams, numerous tables and charts, appendix: German–Proto-Niger-Volta and Proto-Niger-Volta–German glossary

Text language: German

Linguistic research into the Mande languages until now focussed on the Western branch of the family, the Eastern varieties, however, have been comparably neglected. While in recent times documentation of the Eastern Mande languages has improved, research into the language history is still very much at its beginnings. By providing a reconstruction of Proto-Niger-Volta (PNV), this work aims to contribute to the ongoing research into the history of Eastern Mande. It may serve as a basis for further studies of the linguistic history of Mande in general as well as historical processes in the entire region of the Volta basin.

The reconstruction of the phonological system of PNV encompasses the consonant and vowel system, the workings of nasalization and the syllable structure. On the basis of recurrent phonetic analogies and the reconstruction of a proto-morphology, a corpus of some lexical proto-forms is also presented. The appendix lists these lexical reconstructions as well as a glossary of German–PNV, PNV–German.
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