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The present study is an impressive testimony of how the Angolan Civil War that was waged with brute force on each side, changed and destroyed local cultures and that formed a “culture of violence” through many years. In this sense, Inge Brinkman’s monograph is of huge importance for the wider African context. Out of a genuine anthropological perspective, the author tries to give an insight of the violence and the war with the help of oral documentations.

The history of the countless African civil wars (Sudan, Somalia, Kongo or Liberia) are frequently understood and documented as a political history. In opposition to this, Brinkman convincingly offers a new perspective with the main subjects of fear, suffering and terror. The monograph is based on data collected between 1995 and 2000. Oral traditions of the fugitives of the Angolan Civil War in Northern Namibia as well as the extensive study of historical sources in Portuguese archives are collected in this work.

It deals with the topic of the first stage of the Angolan War for Independence in South-East Angola, i.e. the space of time from 1960 to 1974. The study starts with an informative introduction which outlines the political history of South-East Angola in an interesting way as well as it discusses basic methodological questions which are subject of recent theoretical debates. This work deals with different experiences of violence and works out their cultural meanings. Violence turns into a change agent, i.e. violence changes personal references, social formations and conviction systems. These changes are elaborated with a strong sense of comprehension of personal nuances.

Brinkman succeeds in representing her informants not only as victims, although their memories clearly revolve around suffering, pain, grief and destruction, but also show their scope of action, flight strategies, non-cooperation and open resistance.

About the author:

Since October 2015, Inge Brinkman is working as professor for African Studies at the Department of African Languages and Cultures at Ghent University. Her fields of research include African literature and African popular culture from a cultural-historical perspective. She is engaged in research on gender, oral narrative and monster studies, and on autobiographical writing in Africa. Geographically the focus is on Central Kenya and Namibia/Angola.

Under these links you will find publications by the author and further ethnographical and ethnohistorical studies of southern Africa and the Kavango region of Namibia:
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