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XII, 317 pp.

4 maps, 2 illustrations, 20 tables, appendix: Sources on the Mandara Mountains, Information on Ethnic Groups

Text language(s): English

The Mandara Mountains, a mountain range that extends over the border to northern Cameroon and north-eastern Nigeria, are commonly known within ethnographic literature as a research field that stands out for its strong heterogeneous cultural situation. The present work presents the results of two years of field research of the author during 1984 and 1996. In the first place, her interest for the region was focused on archaeological research, but soon turned into a newly discovered cultural interest.

Influenced by different historical situations of French colonization on the one hand and of English colonization on the other, the Mandara mountains seem to be destined for a comparative regional study. Judith Sterner chose the villages of Sirak in Cameroon and Sukur in Nigeria to be the centre of her research.

After the embedding of the concerning societies into their historical and regional context, they are opposed to each other in their social (smithy / potters), political (chiefs / dignitary), and religious (rain maker) organisations and are explained by further aspects of material culture (houses / containers) and different traditional ceremonies (initiation, cattle, and cleaning ceremonies).

In the appendix this study offers numerous charts of kinship terminology, traditional ceremonies, ritual objects, functions and titles of dignitaries, origins of honorary titles, functions within the royal household, as well as sketch-maps of farmsteads and a detailed appendix about the situation of written sources in the region.

The present edition was derived from the PhD thesis of the author at the School of Oriental and African Studies SOAS, University of London.
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