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When valuable minerals are discovered in areas in which government control is weak or contested, artisanal mining springs up and creates new communities, new forms of bonding and alliance, and new divisions and hostilities, or new forms of Integration and Conflict. Since the beginning of the 2000s there has been a boom in studies about non-industrial mining in Africa, but there is still a lot of work to be done, especially about the social worlds.

Mining and related economic activities can be profitable but also hazardous for individuals, communities and the natural environment. Whether artisanal mining can contribute to economic growth or be replaced by more sustainable livelihoods is a matter of on-going research. The regulation and enforcement of rights and obligations connected with artisanal mining vary from state to state. It is is often seen as a response to poverty, but mining is ancient in several regions of Africa, and we need to understand continuities as well as changes in order to make sense of present-day mining activities. Life in mining camps is also attractive because it empowers social uniors and offers access to alternative life-styles. The motives for taking up mining vary according to the historical, social and political circumstances as well as according to an individual’s age, gender and social status.

The cases presented in this volume show studies of historical and present-day mining in Africa that focus on the social organization of mining and related livelihoods, on different actors involved in mining, and on social changes brought about by mining booms. It ranges from pre-colonial mining to the present-day industrial mining boom and presents cases from Angola, Congo, Benin, Burkina Faso, Ghana, and Sierra Leone.

CONTENTS

Günther Schlee:  Preface

Katja Werthmann / Tilo Grätz:  Introduction

Eugenia Herbert:  Elusive frontiers – Precolonial mining in Sub-Saharan Africa

Raymond E. Dumett:  Parallel mining frontiers in the Gold Coast and Asante in the late 19th and early 20th centuries

Paul Richards:  Mining and the Messiah – War and the masterless classes in Sierra Leone

Filip de Boeck:  Diamonds and disputes – Conflict and local power on the border between Congo and Angola

Tilo Grätz::  Gold mining in the Atakora mountains (Benin) – Exchange relations in a volatile economic field

Katja Werthmann:  Gold mining in Burkina Faso since the 1980s

Under these links you will find publications by the contributors:

							

						

					

				

			


	
	

					You may also like…

				
		
				
		
		View details	

	
		Abdullahi A. Shongolo / Günther Schlee: Boran Proverbs in their Cultural Context [PDF]
ISBN 978-3-89645-280-1€ 29.80

		Includes 7% VAT

		
		Go to product
	


	
		
		View details	

	
		T. Bierschenk / E. Spies (Hrsg.): 50 Jahre Unabhängigkeit in Afrika – Kontinuitäten, Brüche, Perspektiven [PDF]
ISBN 978-3-89645-829-2€ 69.80

		Includes 7% VAT

		
		Go to product
	


	
		
		View details	

	
		N. Schareika / E. Spies / P.-Y. Le Meur (Hrsg.):  Auf dem Boden der Tatsachen – Festschrift für Thomas Bierschenk [PDF]
ISBN 978-3-89645-828-5€ 69.80

		Includes 7% VAT

		
		Go to product
	


	
		
		View details	

	
		S. Brauner / H. Jungraithmayr / W.J.G. Möhlig (Hrsg.): IX. Afrikanistentag Leipzig 1992 [PDF]
ISBN 978-3-927620-79-7€ 49.80

		Includes 7% VAT

		
		Go to product
	


	
		
		View details	

	
		A. Fleisch / D. Otten (Hrsg.): Sprachkulturelle und historische Forschungen in Afrika – 11. Afrikanistentag Köln 1994 [PDF]
ISBN 978-3-927620-97-1€ 49.80

		Includes 7% VAT

		
		Go to product
	


	
		
		View details	

	
		Beek / N’Guessan / Späth (Hrsg.): Zugehörigkeiten – Erforschen, Verhandeln, Aufführen im Sinne von Carola Lentz [PDF]
ISBN 978-3-89645-844-5€ 69.80

		Includes 7% VAT

		
		Go to product
	


	
		
		View details	

	
		Katja Werthmann: Bitteres Gold – Bergbau, Land und Geld in Westafrika [PDF]
ISBN 978-3-89645-821-6€ 49.80

		Includes 7% VAT

		
		Go to product
	


	
		
		View details	

	
		Günther Schlee / Karaba Sahado: Rendille Proverbs in their Social and Legal Context [PDF]
ISBN 978-3-89645-271-9€ 34.80

		Includes 7% VAT

		
		Go to product
	


	
		
		View details	

	
		Günther Schlee (Hrsg.): Ethnizität und Markt – Zur ethnischen Struktur von Viehmärkten in Westafrika [PDF]
ISBN 978-3-89645-248-1€ 39.80

		Includes 7% VAT

		
		Go to product
	


	
		
		View details	

	
		Schlee / Werner (Hrsg.): Inklusion und Exklusion – Grenzziehungen zwischen Markt, Staat und Ethnizität [PDF]
ISBN 978-3-89645-300-6€ 39.80

		Includes 7% VAT

		
		Go to product
	


	
		
		View details	

	
		Thomas Bierschenk / Marion Fischer (Hrsg.): Islam und Entwicklung in Afrika [PDF]
ISBN 978-3-89645-816-2€ 34.80

		Includes 7% VAT

		
		Go to product
	




		

	





		
	



	






	
	
		
			 Previous Product
Next Product
		
		Back to top		

			

	



	
		
			Address
Rüdiger Köppe Verlag



Max-Planck-Straße 12

50858 Köln

Germany
Postal address
Rüdiger Köppe Verlag



Postfach 46 01 49

50840 Köln

Germany
Contact
Fon: +49 2234 939 96 04

Fax: +49 2234 939 96 06

E-Mail: *protected email*


		
			Pay safely
			
				
								
					

				

												
					

				

												
					

				

												
					

				

											

		

				

	




	
		
							
									

			
			
									© 2024 - Rüdiger Köppe Verlag
								
									/
								
					GTC
	Privacy policy
	Legal notice


			

		

	









	

	
		
			

			

			

		

		
			
				

				
				
				
				
				
					
						
							

						

					

				

			

			
				

			

			
			
			
				

			

		

	



	
	





























































