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238 pp.

9 maps, 1 figure: language family tree of Gur languages, numerous tables and charts

Text language: German

The present book on cultural semantic fields in the Oti-Volta languages is placed in the tradition of comparative and historical africanistics, bordering on the neighbouring disciplines of ethnology and history. Starting with a comparative analysis of selected cultural semantic fields, this work aims at proposing a relative chronology of the development of the lexicon and to phases of cultural development. Thus, this study operates on the assumption that the formation and development of cultural vocabulary to a certain extend reflects the cultural history of the speakers of a given language and can be used for ethno-historical argumentation.

It is also concerned with the question of how far linguistic analysis is actually able to trace cultural developments. The geographical background to this study is the upper Volta basin, the Atakora mountains of Northern Benin and Northern Togo, and the Gambaga plateau in Northern Ghana. This being a relatively isolated region, the various languages and cultures of the different ethnic groups developed continuously without extreme external influence. Thus, on the one hand, foreign influence on the languages dealt with is easier to detect and to chronologize, on the other hand the development of the various subsystems of the languages, for example the lexicon, is better understood.

The study consists of three parts. The first part explains the methodological framework on which the analysis is based. The second part gives an overview of the state of the art of the three relevant disciplines africanistics, ethnology, and history in respect of the languages and ethnic groups of the region studied here.

The third part finally comprises the description and analysis of the cultural semantic fields. The book is concluded by an appendix including indices of languages, countries and speakers, the individual semantic fields, a genealogical tree, and maps of languages and divisions of selected lexemes.
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