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XVI, 340 pp.

numerous tables, Appendices: Texts from Paradisi and Zanon, Lexicon

Text language: English

The Awjila language is a highly endangered Berber language spoken in oasis town Awjila in the Cyrenaica region of northeastern Libya. It has several features that make the language different from other Berber languages, such as a phonemic accent, schwa in open syllables and the retention of the Proto-Berber *β as v.

This book consists of three parts: the grammar, the texts and the lexicon. The grammar is the main analytical part, but could not exist without the in-depth study of the available Awjila texts and the lexicon. Due to the political situation in Libya, it was not possible to conduct fieldwork on the language. This presentation is therefore based on the published sources on the language. The texts and a word list by Umberto Paradisi are the most important of these sources.

The grammar contains a comprehensive discussion on the interpretation and analysis of the transcription and phonology. This part gives us many new insights into the interpretation of many factors of the language. Besides the phonology, the grammar also discusses the morphology of the noun and verb, and the syntax of the language.

In the appendix of the edition all published Awjila texts have been included, provided with a phonemic transcription and a word-by-word analysis. This analysis is essential for the understanding of the language, and it is referenced extensively in the grammar.

The lexicon contains all lexical material available to us on the Awjila language, with a new phonemic analysis of the transcriptions, and a full concordance of all the attestations of the words in its different grammatical forms in the available sources. The lexicon also contains some etymological notes, comparing Awjila to the other Berber languages which will aid future research into the linguistic history of Awjila and other Berber languages.

Under these links you will find descriptions of further Libyan Berber languages:
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