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Following a contested hypothesis, the Khoe languages form one out of three South African Khoisan languages. Together with the East African remnant languages Sandawe and Hadza they constitute the base of the Khoisan language group. The designation Khoisan replaces the outdated terms Bushman and Hottentot. Today, the Khoe family comprises about 25–30 languages and dialects, spoken mainly in Namibia and Botswana by roughly 230,000 people.

By far the largest and best studied Khoe language is Nama which is spoken in Namibia – most of the other languages have only between 400 and 10,000 speakers respectively, some of them are endangered. The Northeastern Namibian languages Nama and Kxoe not taken into account, not much is known about the other languages of the group till today.

The present book primarily aims at reconstructing the history of development of Khoe languages. Separated regarding phonology and morpology, the 18 languages which are dealt with are first basically described and are afterwards historically compared.

The present work presents a lot of linguistic material, so far unknown to the public, and until now, it represents the only systematic comparative study within the domain of Khoisan languages.
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