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XVI, 266 pp.

2 maps, 13 b/w photos, 18 drawings, 3 graphs, 4 tables, 29 wordlists, index English-Jibe

Text language: English

The Jibe are a small ethnic group of about 4.000 speakers inhabiting Kona village and the surrounding area south of the river Benue in Taraba state, northeastern Nigeria. The Jibe, also called the Jukun of Kona, are traditionally farmers, fishers and hunters, with pottery as an important minor source of income. Historically, the Jibe were part of the larger Jukun-dominated Kororofa Empire, until they were conquered by the Fulbe in the middle of the 19th century.

The present study examines in detail the hitherto poorly documented and endangered language and culture of the Jibe. The Jibe language belongs to the Central Jukunoid languages, which are part of the Benue-Congo phylum of the Niger-Congo language family. The book is divided into four parts: The first part gives a general introduction to the geography, environment and history of Kona, including a detailed account of the chosen mode of research. The second part presents a sketch of the Jibe language, including phonology, morphology and aspects of morphosyntax. The third part comprises an ethnographic survey of Jibe culture, including social and political structures, religion, economy and material culture.

Special attention is given to the concepts of magic, witchcraft and gender which have to be regarded as the foundations of the whole cultural and social structure. Each of these sections concludes with a thematic word list which gives the vocabulary of the respective semantic field. The final part of the book includes a detailed English-Jibe index.

Under these links you will find publications on Jukunoid languages of West Africa and studies of traditional healing practices in Africa and Asia:
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