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Language use in African communicational contexts is not merely a contest between linguistic and communicative competence. It is a contest of wits, of speaking without saying, of avoiding blame by circumventing the obvious and engaging in obliqueness and implicitness. It involves the use of implicatures, assumptions and entailments, engaging in double-voicedness and double wordedness (to give credence to what is said). Language use in Africa includes performing politeness without looking stupid or insincere, and of expressing feelings of emotions without being seen as emotional.

Indeed, saying that communicative context is important in accomplishing the aforementioned interactional tasks is an understatement, for not only is context the storehouse of, and gateway to communicative and pragmatic competence. It helps to determine who speaks and to whom, where to speak and how to speak, as well as what time to speak and when to give up on words.
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