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Currently, ‘fast track’ modern development schemes are being implemented in southwestern Ethiopia, with enormous impact on the lives of local indigenous peoples. In this book, LaTosky looks at the predicaments of modern life in Mursiland and reveals how Mursi (Mun) women experience and interpret the changes that are affecting their everyday lives.

Based on ethnographic research conducted in northern Mursiland between 2004 and 2009, the author examines how Mursi women rhetorically express their conceptions of the past, present and future, and how they negotiate what it means to live well in a changing world. Drawing on the personal narratives of three generations of Mursi women, and analysing these stories within a framework of rhetoric culture theory and feminist rhetoric theory, LaTosky reveals the ambiguities, tensions and social contradictions that arise when an agro-pastoralist community is confronted by modern change.

The book also considers how Mursi women’s experiences of being Mursi are shaped by their notions of gender, which in turn are shaped by rhetoric, and provides a critique of the universal enforcement of gender equality in the light of Mursi ideals of well-being.

Shauna LaTosky studied cultural anthropology at the University of Victoria and received her PhD in social anthropology from Johannes Gutenberg University (Mainz/Germany) in 2010. From 2011–2013 she was Director of the South Omo Research Center and, since 2012, has been a post-doctoral researcher at the Max Planck Institute for Social Anthropology in Halle/Saale (Germany). Her current research interests include pastoralism and the environment, local knowledge, comparative customary law and conflict resolution procedures in southern Ethiopia.
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