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Namibia is a treasure house of folklore traditions. Until recently Nama and Damara grandmothers told a great variety of folktales. Most people will be surprised to learn that besides ancient African trickster tales, tales of magic and animal tales, the Namibian grandmothers tell many tales like Cinderella and Snow White. What is most exciting: the grandmothers did not read them in books but learned them from their grandmothers, who, in turn, had learned them from their grandmothers.

The author, who has published nine volumes of various Namibian traditions in this series, devotes this volume to the amazingly great group of tales which came orally from Europe or Asia. In part I she offers 62 stories, mainly collected by herself between 1960 and 1999, which have not been published before:

The Brother and the Fifth Daughter of the Man-eater / The Forgotten Bride / The Stolen Baby / The Son with a Moon on His Breast / The Mother Who Killed Her Own Son / The Orphan Boy, His Calf and the Princess / The Strong Man / The Magic Horse / The Grateful Dead / The Maiden Without Hands / The Pretty Little Bird / The Magic Mirror / The Talkative Wife / The Princess Who Cannot Solve the Riddle / The Boy Who was not Born / Food Without Salt / Love Like Salt / The Abandoned Daughter / Lousegirl / The Two Travelers / The Son of the Poor Fisherman / The Fisherman’s Son and the Daughter of the Devil / The Boy, His Faithless Sister and Seven-Heads / Brother and Sister and the Tying-up Game / The Man Who Understood Animal Languages / The Princess Who was Stolen by the Man-eaters / The Young Boy and Seven-Heads / The Battle Against Flying Heads and Burning Pieces of Wood / The Young Boy and the Two Man-eaters / The Two Man-eaters at the Water Pool / The Poor and the Rich Girl and the Ten Angels / The Cold and the Good and the Naughty Girl / The Robber Under the Bed / The Five Skillful Men / The Twin Brothers / The Two Brothers and the Snake Woman Letaskéya / The Brother Who was Caught in the Net of the Spider / The Woman Who Opened the River, Her Son and Seven-Heads’ Daughter / The Chicken Girl / The Speaking Horse / The Brave Little Boy and the Six-Headed Snake / Genovefa / The Girl Who Sat in the Ashes / One-Eye, Two-Eyes, Three-Eyes, Four-Eyes / The Youth Who Wanted to Learn What Fear is / The Silly Man Who had to Learn What Fear is / The King and His Shepherd / The Clever Answer / The Grateful, Helpful Animals / The Three Strong Men and the Devil (I) / The Three Strong Men and the Devil (II) / The Rich Visitor / The Cripple Boy and the King’s Daughter / The Prophecies of the Man-eater / Longleg, Farseer and Oceandrinker / The Man Who did not Believe in Ghosts / The Shepherd and His Visitor / The Dead Bridegroom / The Poor Nama Shepherd and the Rich White Farmer / The Boy and His Cat / The Handkerchief / The Poor Woman and Her Donkey / The King’s Dream.

Part II gives the background information on the narrators, part III a study of the history and character of 48 individual tale types and a general discussion of the fate of the originally European and Asian tales in Southern Africa.

Most of these tales were brought to South Africa in the 17th and 18th centuries, were adopted and adapted by the Khoekhoe already at that early time and, mainly in the 19th century, wandered with them to Namibia. During this long period the originally European and Asian tales turned into Nama and Damara tales.

Part IV adds the tools for a closer study: analysis of all existing variants of this group of tales (ATU 300-999), motif index according to Stith Thompson, subject index and a survey of the Afrikaans tales of magic.
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