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This work documents the linguistic and folk knowledge of plants and animals in Isubu and Wovea, two endangered Bantu languages of Zone A.231 of Cameroon. The terms Isubu, Su, Isuzu refer to the language spoken by the Bimbia people while Wovea, Wuvia, Bubia/Bobea refer to both the language and the people. We observe some free variation between the sounds [b, z] in front of the vowel /u/ for the former and [o, u & e, i] in front of the [o & u] for the latter. In this book, we will maintain the names Isubu and Wovea to refer to both languages and Bimbia and Wovea for the speakers respectively. For purposes of consistency, the names Isubu and Wovea in this book refer to the Bimbia and Wovea/Bubia language and people, respectively. These names are also both acknowledged and used by the administration and neighbouring villages.

The location and linguistic classification introduce the two peoples, their history and socio-economic life, before the informing theoretical basis of the study and some reviewed literature opens up to the study proper: the grammar of the languages in chapter one, the noun classes and structure in chapter two, while the data of their onomastics of phytonyms and zoonyms, respectively, constitute the fourth and fifth chapters, given with both description and linguistic analysis. In the concluding chapter, the focus of the work is recapitulated along with its value, underscored by recommendations to various stakeholders. From this flow, it is expected that contribution to saving valuables from the endangered languages would have been effected.

GEOGRAPHICAL SITUATION

Among the earliest Cameroonian peoples to come into contact with Europeans (over two hundred years ago) were the Bimbia and Wovea villages. Both are among Cameroon’s Sawa ethnic groups, found in Limbe and Tiko subdivisions in Fako Division in the South West Region of Cameroon. Their early exposure to Western visitors enabled them to become influential traders and middlemen. Isubu occupies the coast directly east of the Wovea, their main settlements being Bimbia and Wovea, respectively. The town of Limbe comprises a mixture of Isubu and other ethnic groups that speak such languages as Duala and Mokpe (languages of the Douala and Bakweri people, respectively).

LINGUISTIC CLASSIFICATION

Isubu and Wovea fall under the Niger-Kordofanian phylum which is one of the four major language phyla in Africa. They are coastal Bantu languages belonging to the Benue-Congo family of the Niger-Kordofanian phylum. According to Lewis, Simons and Fennig (2016), these languages are Narrow Bantu languages of the Duala group (A231) spoken in the South West Region, Fako Division, Tiko Subdivision, with Isubu situated at the Bimbia estuary area east of Limbe and west of Douala. They are all Sawa Bantu languages alongside Mokpe and Womboko. Alternate names for Isubu are Bimbia, Isubu, Isuwu, Su and Subu and for Wovea are Bobe, Bobea/Bubia, Bota, and Ewota.

Under these links you will find further monographs and dictionaries featuring phytonyms / plant names, zoonyms / animal names, studies of bee-keeping in Africa and of the conceptualization of nature, space and environment in Africa:

Bompeti Ngila: Expérience végétale bolia (République Démocratique du Congo) [PDF]

Martin Gruber / Mazi Sanda: Honey Hunting and Beekeeping in Adamaoua (Cameroon) [PDF]

M. Brenzinger / B. Heine / I. Heine: The Mukogodo Maasai – An Ethnobotanical Survey [PDF]

Bernd Heine / Karsten Legère: Swahili Plants – An Ethnobotanical Survey [PDF]

C. König / B. Heine / K. Legère / I. Heine: The Akie Language of Tanzania – Texts and Dictionary [PDF]

Vincent Erskine Aziaku: A Linguistic Study of Ewe Animal Names among the Ewe of Ghana [PDF]

							

						

					

				

			


	
	

					You may also like…

				
		
				
		
		View details	

	
		Katja Böhler: Die Landfrage in Simbabwe – Eine zeitgeschichtlich-juristische Untersuchung [PDF]
ISBN 978-3-89645-621-2€ 59.80

		Includes 7% VAT

		
		Go to product
	


	
		
		View details	

	
		Edwin Ardener: Mòkpè (Bakweri) – English Dictionary (A.22)
ISBN 978-3-927620-33-9€ 39.80

		Includes 7% VAT

		
		Go to product
	


	
		
		View details	

	
		Martin Gruber / Mazi Sanda: Honey Hunting and Beekeeping in Adamaoua (Cameroon) [PDF]
ISBN 978-3-89645-851-3€ 39.80

		Includes 7% VAT

		
		Go to product
	


	
		
		View details	

	
		David O’Kane: An Eritrean Village Reacts to Land Reform [PDF]
ISBN 978-3-89645-910-7€ 39.80

		Includes 7% VAT

		
		Go to product
	


	
		
		View details	

	
		Birte Kathage: Konzeptualisierung von Landschaft im Mbukushu (K.333, Bantusprache in Nord-Namibia) [PDF]
ISBN 978-3-89645-600-7€ 49.80

		Includes 7% VAT

		
		Go to product
	


	
		
		View details	

	
		Bompeti Ngila: Expérience végétale bolia (C.35b, Rép. Démocratique du Congo) [PDF]
ISBN 978-3-89645-037-1€ 39.80

		Includes 7% VAT

		
		Go to product
	


	
		
		View details	

	
		B. Heine / K. Legère: Swahili Plants – An Ethnobotanical Survey [PDF]
ISBN 978-3-927620-89-6€ 69.80

		Includes 7% VAT

		
		Go to product
	


	
		
		View details	

	
		E. Fogwe Chibaka / L.L. Atanga / E. Ngufor Samba (eds.): Cameroon Professional Women in Sciences [PDF]
ISBN 978-3-89645-853-7€ 49.80

		Includes 7% VAT

		
		Go to product
	


	
		
		View details	

	
		Sabine Neumann (ed.): Comparing African Spaces [PDF]
ISBN 978-3-89645-013-5€ 39.80

		Includes 7% VAT

		
		Go to product
	


	
		
		View details	

	
		Sabrina Beeler-Stücklin: Institutioneller Wandel und Ressourcenkonflikte [PDF]
ISBN 978-3-89645-255-9€ 39.80

		Includes 7% VAT

		
		Go to product
	


	
		
		View details	

	
		Arnold Kiel: A Bibliography of the Maa Language and the Maasai People [PDF]
ISBN 978-3-89645-710-3€ 39.80

		Includes 7% VAT

		
		Go to product
	


	
		
		View details	

	
		G. Schneider-Blum: A Tima-English Dictionary – An Illustrated Lexicon of a Niger-Congo Language Spoken in the Nuba Mountains (Sudan) [PDF]
ISBN 978-3-89645-901-5€ 98.00

		Includes 7% VAT

		
		Go to product
	


	
		
		View details	

	
		Irmtraud Stellrecht (ed.): Karakorum–Hindukush–Himalaya — Dynamics of Change – Part I+II [PDF]
ISBN 978-3-89645-154-5€ 98.00

		Includes 7% VAT

		
		Go to product
	


	
		
		View details	

	
		Bernd Heine: Ik Dictionary [PDF]
ISBN 978-3-89645-133-0€ 39.80

		Includes 7% VAT

		
		Go to product
	


	
		
		View details	

	
		C. König / B. Heine / K. Legère / I. Heine: The Akie Language of Tanzania – Texts and Dictionary [PDF]
ISBN 978-3-89645-714-1€ 98.00

		Includes 7% VAT

		
		Go to product
	


	
		
		View details	

	
		Lamine Doumbia: Une sécurisation foncière urbaine dans l’impasse, exemple de Bamako (Mali) [PDF]
ISBN 978-3-89645-916-9€ 49.80

		Includes 7% VAT

		
		Go to product
	


	
		
		View details	

	
		V.E. Aziaku: A Linguistic Study of Ewe Animal Names among the Ewe of Ghana [PDF]
ISBN 978-3-89645-474-4€ 49.80

		Includes 7% VAT

		
		Go to product
	


	
		
		View details	

	
		D. Knaute / S. Kagan (eds.): Sustainability in Karamoja? Rethinking the Terms of Global Sustainability  [PDF]
ISBN 978-3-89645-256-6€ 69.80

		Includes 7% VAT

		
		Go to product
	


	
		
		View details	

	
		A. Mietzner: Räumliche Orientierung in nilotischen Sprachen — Raumkonzepte – Direktionalität – Perspektiven [PDF]
ISBN 978-3-89645-661-8€ 49.80

		Includes 7% VAT

		
		Go to product
	


	
		
		View details	

	
		R. Vossen / A. Mietzner / A. Meissner (Hrsg.): „Mehr als nur Worte …” – Afrikanistische Beiträge zum 65. Geburtstag von Franz Rottland [PDF]
ISBN 978-3-89645-125-5€ 98.00

		Includes 7% VAT

		
		Go to product
	


	
		
		View details	

	
		M. Brenzinger / B. Heine / I. Heine: The Mukogodo Maasai – An Ethnobotanical Survey [PDF]
ISBN 978-3-927620-86-5€ 69.80

		Includes 7% VAT

		
		Go to product
	


	
		
		View details	

	
		W. Speitkamp / S. Zehnle (Hrsg.): Afrikanische Tierräume – Historische Verortungen [PDF]
ISBN 978-3-89645-902-2€ 39.80

		Includes 7% VAT

		
		Go to product
	


	
		
		View details	

	
		M. Krings / E. Platte: Living with the Lake – Perspectives on History, Culture and Economy of Lake Chad [PDF]
ISBN 978-3-89645-216-0€ 69.80

		Includes 7% VAT

		
		Go to product
	


	
		
		View details	

	
		Thiemeyer / Seidensticker-Brikay / Tijani (eds.): Environmental and Cultural Dynamics in the West African Savanna [PDF]
ISBN 978-3-89645-478-2€ 69.80

		Includes 7% VAT

		
		Go to product
	




		

	





		
	



	






	
	
		
			 Previous Product
Next Product
		
		Back to top		

			

	



	
		
			Address
Rüdiger Köppe Verlag



Max-Planck-Straße 12

50858 Köln

Germany
Postal address
Rüdiger Köppe Verlag



Postfach 46 01 49

50840 Köln

Germany
Contact
Fon: +49 2234 939 96 04

Fax: +49 2234 939 96 06

E-Mail: *protected email*


		
			Pay safely
			
				
								
					

				

												
					

				

												
					

				

												
					

				

											

		

				

	




	
		
							
									

			
			
									© 2024 - Rüdiger Köppe Verlag
								
									/
								
					GTC
	Privacy policy
	Legal notice


			

		

	









	

	
		
			

			

			

		

		
			
				

				
				
				
				
				
					
						
							

						

					

				

			

			
				

			

			
			
			
				

			

		

	



	
	





























































