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“Our country is an abiku country. Like the spirit-child, it keeps coming and going. One day it will decide to remain. It will become strong.“ (Ben Okri, Nigerian writer, 1991)

Around the year 2010, many countries in Africa south of the Sahara have celebrated half a century of political independence. The celebrations were an opportunity to discuss how “independent” Africa really is and how it is that the politically independent states do so difficult for five decades to be “strong”.

Against this background, the twenty-three contributions of the book take stock of the last fifty years and formulate views on the future challenges of the continent. From different technical perspectives (of the culture, the language, to the economics) reknowned German and African authors expose, how comprehensive the continent changed in the last fifty years, not only in the political and economic, but especially in the social and cultural fields. Contributions to religion, media, city, film, literature, music, economics or politics characterize the transformation processes of the past decades and present a diverse and multi-faceted African contemporary.

The essays also reveal the longevity of colonial economic and political structures that are increasingly coming into conflict with the social and cultural dynamics. It is mainly young artists, academics and religious groups that are testing these new ways of independence by separating from developing definitions and political models of the Global North and its own elites and strive so after “discursive sovereignty” (Patrice Nganang).

These social and cultural trends are perhaps the greatest development potential of Africa. The challenge is to use it productively, so that the African abiku spirit child decides to stay permanently.
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