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Even to experts of the Volta region or Burkina Faso in general, the Yana region will be hardly known. It is situated in the midst of the “traditional” states of the Moose and Gourmantché in Burkina Faso and the Mamprussi and Dagomba in Ghana. In precolonial times the Yana region was not organized as a state, and until today it is not integrated into one of the neighbouring states. Nevertheless, its inhabitants – Zaousé in the northern part, Yana and Moose in the southern – claim to have been resident even before the founders of the Moose and Gourmantché states in this region: They are said to have moved to found their own kingdoms.

Zacharie Minougou, a farmer from near the town of Tenkodo, has worked since 1992 as assistant and translator for members of the Sonderforschungsbereich 268 Kulturentwicklung und Sprachgeschichte im Naturraum westafrikanische Savanne. In winter of 1996/97 and in summer of 1998 he carried out inquiries in the Yana-Zaousé region on his own initiative, collected a bulk of material and transcribed it. The most important statements of the interviews in the Yana region found their way into the present work.

The information contained was arranged and commented by the anthropologist Andrea Reikat. The aim was to maintain the integrality of the interviews to document the argumentation style of the interlocutors. For the first time there are available sources of this region which refers to itself as the “cradle” of the neighbouring larger areas.

As the language of the Yana has not been documented so far, the interviews are presented bilingually (in a Mooré-Yana mixture and in French), so they may represent a basis for further investigations to linguists as well. The book furthermore offers impulses for historical, ethnological and linguistic research.
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